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Hours of 

Operation 
 

10am – 4pm 
 

 Wednesday  
through  

Saturday 
 

2809 College Avenue, Alton, Illinois 62002  618-462-2763 
  

 
Grant Writer 

Brochure Delivery 
Tour Guide 
Gift Shop 

Organizing Volunteers 
Cataloging Artifacts 

Photographing Artifacts 
Organizing Storage 

General Housekeeping 
Painting 

Carpentry 
Electric 

 

Volunteers 
Needed 

Here is a list of tasks  
for which 

the Museum  
needs your help… 

 

Alton Museum of History and Art, Inc.  


Stepping down as museum president for health reasons 

  
Charlene Johnson began volunteering weekends at Alton Museum of 
History & Art in June 2000.  Charlene became a board member in April 
2001, vice president in April 2005, President in January 2006, finishing out 
David Culp's term.  She was voted in as president of the Board of Directors 
in April 2006, April 2007 and April 2008.  Charlene resigned in August 
2008, much to the chagrin of the board, due to pulmonary emboli. 
Beginning in 2005, Charlene worked every day as volunteer office 
manager, answering mail, packing and mailing out gift shop orders, 
researching objects put on exhibit, cataloging, working with interns, 
working the front desk, giving tours, etc. 
Many thanks to Charlene for her ever faithful service to the museum… 


Graciously agreed to take the reins from Charlene as President 

 
Dr. Showers, former Vice President of the Museum has agreed to take on 
the demanding duties of Museum President. 
Married (58 yrs) -- Wife Norma A. (Headley) Showers   
Children -- (5),   Robert, Mark, Timothy, Carole and Rebecca 
Education -- Alton Sr. H.S. - 1944   
College -- Shurtleff College,    B.S. 1950, (Kinesiology, Mathematics, and 
History); University of Southern California,   M.S., 1951, (Kinesiology, 
Education); and   EDD., 1966, (Kinesiology, Higher Education, Statistics). 
Retired --  SIU-Edwardsville, 1983, Professor Emeritus 
Interests  --  History, Museum, Sports,  Travel 
Member- Alton Museum of History and Art (approx 10 yrs)., Vice 
President and current President. He enjoys giving museum tours.  
(Also organizes the annual Shurtleff College Former Students Day.) 
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Upper Alton Business 
Association 

 
Meeting held in 

Loomis Hall Classroom 
Attendees:   

Lois Mitchell 
Pat Bennett  
Everett Loy  

Dale Neudecker 
Charles Kevilus  
Don Sandidge  
Brad Kreider  

Michael McNamara 
Mabel Charlene Gill 

Michael Holliday  
Scott Neudecker 

Bill Stoutenburough  
Zeke Jabusch 

 

The Alton Museum of History and Art  
plans to publish information and present a display on 

Riverbend General Stores. 
 

In 1991, the Alton Area Historical Society compiled 
a book on General Stores. A new edition of this 
book is in progress for the gift shop at the Alton 
Museum. If you have photos of any of the following 
stores, please contact Charlene Gill at 618-462-2763 
or e-mail altonmuseum@yahoo.com. 
 

Fowler Store - Grafton 
Brainard Marshall Store – Grafton 

Bruner’s General Store – Rockbridge 
Mitchell’s General Store – Rockbridge 

A. Tinchel & Son 
Hettick Grocery 

Hageman Grocery 
Paul F. Hofgren Store – East Alton 
Davenport Grocery – East Alton 

Upple’s Store – East Alton 
Block’s Store – Upper Alton 
John Venardos’ Candy Store 

Penny Candy Store 
Eastman’s Store – near Grafton 

Crull’s Store -  Rosedale 
Groppel’s – Rosedale 

Scheffel’s Mercantile – Brighton 
Zergenbein’s Store – Brighton 

The Chatterbox 
LR Morris Store – Hamburg 
M.E. Lein Merchandise Store 

Grace Updike’s Cash & Carry – State 
Street, Alton 

 
 

Rain and Rain – North Alton 
Wegener’s  –  9th and Alby 

Zeltman’s Stores 
Achenbach’s – Melville 

Riehl’s 
Ritchey’s 

Lock Haven 
Otterville Store 

Lehmkuhl’s Store 
Cape Store – Otterville 
Keller’s Store – Elsah 

Morris Store – Hamburg 
Barthlow’s Store 

Union Hotel – Fidelity 
Fowler’s Store – Grafton 

Kimboll’s – Grafton 
Stafford Mercantile Company – Grafton 

Eastman’s Store – Grafton 
Black’s Store – Upper Alton 

Hanold’s Meat Market 
Franz’s Meat Market 

 

Alton, Lost 
 

Phil Poehner is 
researching, 

organizing and 
writing a book 

called Alton, Lost. 
Cathy Bagby is 
helping with 

research. David Culp, museum’s exhibit builder, is assiduously working on the 
Robert Wadlow Exhibit. We invite everyone to come to the museum 
and see the latest updates. 
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ALTON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 Alton Area Historical Society was founded in 1948 on the 130th 
anniversary of Illinois as a state.  Maitland and Irene Timmermiere 
were two of the founding members.  The society served the greater 

Alton area for fifty seven years. 
  
The youngest president to serve was Brian McKinney.  Irene 
Timmermiere and Charlene Gill were two of the presidents serving 
the longest.  Sister Mary Ursula was a long time volunteer in the 
library and organized the obituary file. 
  
The society 1948 -2004, researched family genealogy for a nominal 
amount.  They also gathered obituaries in alphabetical filing from 
approximately 1960 to the present. 
  
Members died and new members, though invited, were not coming 
on board to replace them.  In 2004, they had dwindled to four elderly 
members.  Two no longer drove and depended on others to drive 
them around Alton .  The existing membership voted to become a 
committee under the umbrella of the Alton Museum of History & 
Art.    
  
The books produced for sale by the Alton Area Historical Society, the 
photo copier, the files, papers, library books and office furniture were 
donated to the non-profit museum.  Ruth Ash, treasurer, donated the 
$2,000.00 bank balance to the museum at a meeting of the Board of 
Directors, when David Culp was president. 
  
This Alton Historical Society Committee (AHSC) is currently 
functioning with volunteers.  They clip obituaries, place them on       
5” X 8” cards and file alphabetically in the obituary file. 
  
The museum plans to use the Wilhelm House at 4th & Oak for AHSC.  
Needs to connect to the city water, install a bathroom on the first 
floor and install drywall and carpeting.  The four downstairs rooms 
will be used by the ASHC. 
  
Presently the AHSC meets on the 3rd Sunday afternoon of every 
month at Loomis Hall.  Charlene Gill is co-chair.  Members of the 
museum are invited to swell the ranks of this committee. 

Museum 
Tours 

Interpreted 
into  

American 
Sign 

Language 
 

By student interpreters  
from  

Southwestern Illinois 
College. 

 
 

Every Saturday  
December  

through March  
from 1pm – 4pm 

 
 

Other times for  
interpreted tours  

can be arranged by 
contacting the museum  

at 618-462-2763  
or e-mailing 

altonmuseum@yahoo.com 
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











11th Annual ARTEAST tour 
 

Amidst all the attractions and distractions in Alton over the weekend of October 18th and 19th, 
three local artists featured many of their original works in their debut at the museum: 

 
Kathy Burnett  

Oils/Watercolor 
 

Brian Combs  
Acrylic/Graphite/Photography 

 
Carol J. Combs  
Oils/Watercolor 

 
The artists offered not only a small feast for the eyes but also for the culinary appetite, thereby 
drawing a substantial crowd including a group from Florida- one of whose members touted a direct 
relationship to Cyrus Edwards who for 30 years was Chairman of the Board of Directors of Shurtleff 
College. This small group enjoyed the art show as well as a tour of the museum. 
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Did you know….. In-kind donations 
can be deducted on your tax returns? 

 
in-kind  adj.   Given in goods, 

commodities, or services rather than 
money: cash and in-kind benefits. 

 

�����������
Donor name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________ State______________________ Zip _____________________________ 

Telephone _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

All gifts are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.  

Please make checks payable to the Alton Museum. 

 

My gift of $_______________________________       is enclosed        Bill my Mastercard or Visa 

Credit Card Number ________________________________________ Expiration Date _______________ 

�����������
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends of the Museum, 
It is the time of year in which the Museum, like many not-for-profits, is engaged in our 
annual appeal. This year had the added frenzy of an historical election on top of the 
usual hubbub of holidays and social activities.  It is indeed a good time to take stock 
and a look at where we are. The museum needs your financial support in order to 
continue to share the rich history and cherished artworks of which the city is so proud. 
Won’t you please consider joining the history of this remarkable institution with a 
year-end gift?  



News & Views 

I want to help the museum with its financial need.  
Please apply my enclosed tax free donation for: 

  
DONATION                        MEMBERSHIP 

  
           $250.00                           $20.00 Senior 

           $100.00                              $25.00 Single 

           $  50.00                              $30.00 Family 

            ______ Other                   $40.00 History Lover 

                                                   $50.00 Patron of the Arts 
      $100.00 Business 
      $1,000.00 Life 
      $5,000.00 Benefactor 
 

IRS        NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

The Alton Museum of 
History and Art was 
founded in 1971 to 
preserve the great 
heritage of our 

About Our Organization… 

Alton Museum of History 
and Art, Inc. 

Loomis Hall 
2809 College Avenue 
Alton, Illinois 62002 

 
PHONE: 

(618) 462-2763 
 

FAX: 
(618) 465-2857 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
altonmuseum@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.altonmuseum.com 

Alton Museum of History and Art, Inc. 
2809 College Avenue 
Alton, Illinois 62002 

TO: 

community. Through 
the exhibits, we share 
with you our past and 
present so that you too 
may discover the 

people, places and 
events that influenced 
our ancestors and 
continue to shape our 
destiny. 

 

CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISING 


