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                                      John Langley as a   
                                Mountain Man 

Summer 2009 ������������ �
In Memoriam  

Ella Anschuetz 

George Davis 

Rev. William Fester 

 
Museum recognized 
as top SWIC partner  

ALTON - The Alton 
Museum of History and 
Art Inc. was one of more 
than 50 businesses and 
industries recognized as 
top partners by 
Southwestern Illinois 
College at the 2009 
Business, Industry, Labor 
and Education Partnership 
Breakfast. 

The company was 
honored for its 
commitment to helping 
students with career 
exploration activities, 
enhancing their skills 
development and 
experience in chosen 
career fields. The 
recognition resulted from 
participation in activities 
such as job fairs, career 
days, career mentoring, 
classroom speaking, 
advisory committee 
membership and 
employment and 
internship/clinical 
opportunities for students.�
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2809 College Avenue, Alton, Illinois 62002        618-462-2763         altonmuseum@yahoo.com 
  

 
 

We will make history and art come alive this summer from July 10 through 
Sept. 18. 
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      The Alton Museum of History and Art, located at 2809 College Avenue on the 
Southern Illinois University Dental Campus, is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday, and temporarily closed Sundays.  For tickets to 
Friday Nights or for more information about the Alton Museum, call (618) 462-2763 
or email to altonmuseum@yahoo.com. 
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     * * * * * * * * * * * * 
    Membership Application 

     * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 

 
 
     * * * * * * * * * * * * 

   ALTON MUSEUM OF 
  HISTORY & ART, INC  
     2809 College Avenue, Alton, IL 62002 
                      (618) 462-2763 

  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
     Name __________________________ 
 
      _______________________________ 
 
     Address ________________________ 
 
      _______________________________ 
 
     Phone __________________________ 
 
        [ ] Youth …………...…$5 
        [ ] Senior…………...…$20 
        [ ] Active (Single).……$25 
        [ ] Family………….…..$30 
        [ ] History Lover….…..$40 
        [ ] Patron of the Arts....$50 
        [ ] Business…….…….$100 
        [ ] Life…………………$1,000 
        [ ] Benefactor……...…$5,000 
 

  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

             DONATIONS 
 
    $ ___________________ 
 
     $25 _________________ 
 
     $50 _________________ 
 
     $100 ________________ 
 

   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
              We’re on the Web! 
                        See us at: 

            www.altonmuseum.com 

  

 

     

�

The Way We Were:  
   
  As I reflect back on the museums’ many years of preservation, 
community involvement, and the desire to keep moving forward for 
the posterity of our museum and of the city of Alton, I can just hear 
Barbara Streisand singing “Memories”.   A museum’s purpose is to 
preserve segments of our history. We need to revitalize ourselves 
into a place where the citizens of Alton WANT to bring their 
families, friends and neighbors.  Where we will hear them say, “Did 
you see what the museum has put on display”?  “Did you hear what 
is happening at the museum”?  “Have you heard what the museum 
is sponsoring this month”?  WOW, let’s go!   What can we do to get 
that energy and enthusiasm back?  Let’s hear from you.   
 
 
 

  Early photo of Miles Davis 
 

 
  May 16, 2009, opened two great new venues in Alton.  First it was 
the Grand Opening of the city’s new open air amphitheater.  And on 
that stage the Tribute to Miles Davis presentation, brought to you 
through the efforts of the Miles Davis Jazz Committee at AMHA.    
The evening was fine, the music terrific and what a GREAT way to 
bring to the community the awareness of the need of culture to our 
town.   
 

         

Alton’s New 
Riverfront 
Amphitheater  
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  Have you ever been to 
a museum Trivia Night?  
Have you ever gone and 
scratched your head as 
you worked to be just a 
little smarter?  If you 
have never been to one 
of the museum’s trivia 
nights then you are 
missing a real treat… an 
opportunity to see just 
how good you really are. 
 Here are some 
learned important, key 
points as one gears-up 
for Trivia Night…   

Since you come 
armed only with your 
“smarts” to help you win 
the game, your first task 
is to fill your table with 
folks who know lots of 
stuff in lots of categories 
(or who are at least good 
guessers in lots of 
areas).  You will be 
tested in many ways:  
through terms, hearing 
music, looking at 
pictures, and true-false 
questions just to name a 
few.   

Second, you 
carefully plan what food 
to take.  This is very 
important since certain 
foods just make you feel 
smarter (and you will 
have to experiment 
ahead of time to see 
which food you need to 
bring).   

Third, well the 
third item is to plan to 
have fun!  Come 
prepared to laugh (at 
yourself usually), to 
stretch the limits of 
what you know, and to 
have just the best time 
with lots of other 
interesting people. 

TRIVIA NIGHT—Lois Mitchell 
 If you missed our 
Trivia night, you missed 
a great time and 
wonderful fun.   At a 
table for 8 it only cost 
$12.50 a person.  
Where can you gain 
knowledge, laugh and 
challenge one another 
at that rate?    I mean, 
really, you are willing to 
pay $9.50 a person for a 
movie with no story line 
and absolutely no plot  
and you haven’t even 
counted that you will 
pay a small fortune for a 
bag of popcorn and a 
soda, yet you will shy 
away from $12.50 for 
some honestly great 
fun, socializing, and 
helping a very good 
cause, the promoting 
and advancement of our 
own Alton Museum of 
History and Art.   I hope 
you will plan on 
attending our next Trivia 
Night planned for”.   
There is always 
popcorn, a silent auction 
and great thought 
provoking questions.  
Please come out and 
support our museum 
and have fun in the 
mean time.  So, 
remember how to get 
ready and we look 
forward to seeing you at 
our next TRIVIA NIGHT 
later this year! 
 

 
 

 

Isaac Kelly 
   
   Kelly was born in 
Edington, Georgia on the 
plantation of Thomas 
Cooper who operated an 
iron foundry along with his 
business of growing 
cotton. Kelly was freed by 
Mr. Cooper’s eldest son 
and sent to Illinois under 
the care of Mr. Sherwood 
who was the President of 
Shurtleff College.  After 
spending just two years in 
Alton, Kelly would open 
his first barbershop. Kelly  
would go on to be a 
prominent figure in Alton’s 
early African-American 
community including 
serving as the first trustee 
and president of the Elijah 
P. Lovejoy Association.  
This came after receiving 
the following letter from 
Thomas Dimmock in 
1885. 
   “I desire the colored 
people of Alton to take 
charge of Lovejoy’s grave; 
protect it and care for it.  
 
The race for whose 
liberty, and the liberty of 
the press, he died, are the 
natural and proper 
guardians of his dust.     
    “It will be well, if you 
call together...your friends 
and acquaintances, read 
to them what I have 
written and assume the 
keeping of the grave 
hereafter...” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Becki & Aidan Combs officiate 
trivia night event at  
Main St. Methodist Church 
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In 1971, Ella Anschuetz 
and her husband joined 
AMHA as charter 
members.  Ella served on 
the early board of 
directors and helped with 
goals for the museum.  
We appreciated and loved 
her very much.  Mrs. 
Anchuetz named the 
museum as her memorial.   
The donations mailed to 
the museum will be used 
as follows:  
The Koenig house at 4th & 
oak streets will be 
surrounded by “Ella’s 
Lawn”.   
To accomplish this, 
VINCA will be planted this 
fall.  A four inch ground 
cover which has a blue 
spring flower and never 
gets taller.   
 
The following join us in 
remembering Ella:  Mrs. 
Lola Burkhart, Mary Dell 
Pritglaff, Connie Bowman, 
Barbara Hamblin, 
Hinsdale Hematology – 
Oncology (Dr. Pat MAdej, 
Dr. Karen Lovie, Dr. Elyse 
Schneiderman, Dr. 
Chrisitine Winter), George 
Curfman & Anne Curtis-
Curfman, Beverly 
Hallman, Pamela E. 
Schenkin, Dupage 
Imaging, M. L. Smart, 
Susan H. Ullman, Sandra 
L. Higham, Wayne C. & 
Leslie B. New, Marjorie A. 
Duvivier and Douglas R. 
Mendenhall.      
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************************* 
BLUFF CITY BREWERY 

   Surviving great grandchildren of 
Wilhelm Netzhammer of Bluff City 
Brewery will return to Alton during the 
week of Labor Day - September 6th thru 
13th.   
   Steve Wolken and his cousin David 
Swaim will honor the inhabitants of the 
BCB house at 1421 Pearl Street 
.  Wolken and Swain will remove the 
current signage by the front door and 
replace it with one that David Swain 
made.  
   At that dedication a one-of-a-kind 
artifact of Wilhelm Netzhammer and his 
Bluff City Brewery will be on display.   
Steve Wolken 
887 Snowmass Drive 
Rochester Hills, MI  48309-1328 
Home:  248-375-2793 
 
 

Ghost Seekers -Cathy Bagby 

 
  On May 9, eight members of the 
(SRSOI) Supernatural Research Society 
of Iowa traveled from Des Moines, IA to 
AMHA for an all night paranormal 
investigation. 
 

�
 
  Stories of voices, footsteps and other 
oddities had made their way to the 
museum’s board members.  The board 
unanimously voted for SRSOI to 
conduct this investigation for a possible 
fund raiser. 
 
  If enough evidence was found, the 
team would hold a seminar on ghost 
hunting followed by an actual ghost hunt 

 
 

through the museum.  This was 
strictly a scientific study.  The 
SRSOI team set up night vision 
cameras, electro-magnetic field 
readers and audio recording 
equipment.  There was a 26 inch flat 
screen that monitored every room in 
the museum, (below). 
 

�
�
  The experiment was conducted 
from late evening till early morning.  
The SRSOI team was extremely 
professional and respectful.  They 
were all lovers of history.  Several 
experiments took place along with 
playing of Civil War music and 
asking many questions hoping to get 
answers on the recorders. 
 
  After several weeks, the SRSOI 
team sent their finds.  Five EVP’s 
were heard.  EVP stands for 
electronic voice phenomena.  
Strange noises and voices could 
only be heard on the recording, not 
by the human ear. A couple of 
pictures showed orbs.  Orbs are the 
circles of light that most people 
explain as dust, water, insects, etc.  
They are very controversial but 
interesting.  
 
  The overall findings from the group 
on whether the museum was 
haunted or not was: Inconclusive.   
 
  No decision has been made as to 
whether to continue this as a fund 
raiser or just have an interesting 
story to pass along.  
 
  The museum owes a debt to these 
8 members: Kevin, Vicki, Clair, Dani, 
Shannon, Becky, Kate and 
Mercedes. 
�
�
�
�

  

Boone-Kelly Cabin 
 
      Built between 1820 and 
1830 by Samuel and Sarah 
Boone and rediscovered by 
Bob St. Peters after being 
surrounded by another 
structure sometime after 1914. 
The cabin was purchased by 
St. Peters for the meager 
some of $400 after the 
surrounding structure was put 
up for demolition. St. Peter 
would try to purchase the land 
but was unsuccessful, so he 
deconstructed the cabin, 
saving and numbering the 
logs, chinking, and horsehair 
mortar, and moved the pile to 
his backyard covered by 
plastic. Hence, it would take 
another 16 years before the 
cabin would be relocated and 
reconstructed at its new home 
in Mason Hollow on the Wild 
Flower Farm.  
      The cabin also served as 
the home of Isaac Kelly, the 
first trustee of the Lovejoy 
estate. Pictured in the photo is 
his granddaughter, Lottie 
Pendergrass who was born in 
the cabin in 1914. 

 



 

 5 

������������ �
�

	
��� � �
�� � �

����
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       

 

 
 
 
�����������	�
����
��������������������������������
� ����������������������� ������!������������
�"����� �������#�����
$%
$���������������	��������	���������!������������ �����������$���	������#������	&��"�'�	�������!����� ����
�!���"������(�	�����$�����������
���������#�������� )��#��������#��#�������������!�������	����'�����	�� ������������
!��������������������������������������#�������!��� �����	����������������������������������!������*��� ���#���"����
���������������������������������	��
����
 
 

�������������	
����
�������	�
������������������������� �������������������� ���������!������"������#�����$ ���
#%���&���������'���������(%��)��	��'�"������������� ����������� ���������&���#����������&�������%��*%�� ����������)��� �#���&����������
����������������������������  �������#���%���#����� ��������'���#������#%��#�����"���������"��#�������� �"������������#�����
������!����&)�� � �
         

    
         Doug Bader speaking to members & awardees 
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INTERSHIP PROGRAM AT THE ALTON MUSEUM 

 
   The Madison County Employment office is providing a government 
funded summer youth program for workplace opportunities in Illinois.  
The program is offered to eligible teens and young adults 16 to 24 
years of age.  The purpose of the program is to provide youth with real 
world, paid work experience.  Yes, paid!   Eligible youth will be 
candidates who are currently interested in a degree program in Public 
History, Museum or American Studies, Historic Preservation, History or 
related fields.  The Internship is for a period of 12 weeks, ending at the 
close of summer.  AMHA asked for and received four interns.  The 
interns are currently assisting the staff at the museum in Loomis Hall 
with new exhibits.  
 
   Update:   As of this printing the program is extended until the 31st of 
March, 2010 for those 18-24 years of age and not currently attending 
school.  
 
  
  Alton Museum of History and Art is devoted to preserving and 
promoting Alton’s culture, history and art from 1673 to the present.  
The museum has permanent exhibits that are set up to remind us of 
our early manufacturing and education.  It is well worth the visit and 
there are many more exhibits that offer entertainment.  We hope that 
you will visit because you will be surprised to find how much fun you 
will have. 
                                                                                       

 
LITTLE SISTER 

 
The Lincoln’s welcomed 
“Little Sister”, Mary’s half 
sister, Emilie Todd Helm, 
to stay with them in Dec. 
1863.  Emilie, the widow of 
Confederate General Ben 
Helm was stopped at the 
border of Kentucky for 
refusing to take the Oath 
of Allegiance to the United 
States.  Emilie trying to 
make her way into 
Kentucky to be with her 
mother, complained that 
this gesture would dis-
honor her dead husband’s 
memory.  At a standoff 
with military authorities, 
the determined widow was 
detained at Fort Monroe.  
The military sent a tele-
gram to the President 
asking what they should 
do.  The President replied,  
“Send her to me.” 
                         A. Lincoln 

 

                   “History outlives those who would destroy it.”       
                                         ..… anonymous 

. 

 
Rates to advertise in the Museum Newsletter:  

 
FULL PAGE (7.5” x 10”)…………….$300.00 

 
HALF PAGE - VERTICAL (3.75” X 10”) OR HORIZONTAL (7.5” X  

5”)……..…$150.00 
 

QUARTER PAGE (3.75 X 5”)…..…….$75.00 
EIGHTH PAGE (3.75” X 2.5”)…....…..$40.00 

 
2009 AD COPY DEADLINES 

 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY……………..DECEMBER 14 
MARCH/APRIL……………………....FEBRUARY 1 

JUNE/JULY…………………………..MAY 1 
                   SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER……….…..AUGUST 1 
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