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Treasurer : U T<TIT 0 % W&
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“History outlives those who would destroy it.” ...anonymous




Jean Lafitte

On the inside front covers of the family Bible, a handwritten
family history records that Jean Lafitte married Emma
Hortense Mortimore in 1832, and that he died on May 5,
1854 and was buried in Alton, lllinois.

Lafitte changed his name to Laflin to elude the British. He
settled in St. Louis, where he operated a gunpowder and
gun store on the riverfront. He later moved to Alton, lllinois,
where he was in the lumber business.

In 1948, a con man and forger named John Laflin, aka John
Andrechyne Laffite, aka John Nafsinger, aka John Mateka,
who claimed to be Lafitte’s great grandson, peddled letters,
documents, a journal, and a Bible that supposedly belonged
to the Jean Lafitte. Experts exposed Laflin as a con man
and forger.

A portion of the papers, sold by John Laflin for $20,000 are
still stored in the Sam Huston Regional History Center at
Liberty.

Jean Lafitte in War of 1812

In the War of 1812, Jean Lafitte’s men were needed to keep
New Orleans and the entire Mississippi River from enemy
hands. More than 2,000 British were killed or wounded and
several hundred more were captured. The American loss
was eight killed and 13 wounded. A grateful Andrew
Jackson saw to it that Lafitte and his family became
American citizens.

Lafitte married Madeline Regaud around 1820. Lafitte
agreed to leave the island of Galveston in 1821 or 1822. All
that remains of the Lafitte mansion is the foundation.
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Thomas Raglin — Tuskegee Airman Lecture The Gostbusters — Chris Williams (Host)
Cathy B agby - interview in museum

UCM Volunteers —Pat Murrell, Janice Hines, Marilyn ~ Bradford, Mary Johnson, Stephanie
Mendenhall — The Gift Shop decorators

The Museum is most
appreciative of the support of
the United Congregation of
Metro-East [UCM] and their
kindness in the painting and
reorganizing of the Museum Gift
Shop as well as the repainting
of the sign. The UCM plan is to
“pray together, work together
Bob Wilson paints museum sign and play together in a multi-
cultural environment.”
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Please Note: We will be changing to a new
email address very soon. After July 21% we will be
using altonmuseum@gmail exclusively.
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